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Resource Specialist-TSP Team, from 
Washington D.C. and John Brach, 
NRCS State Engineer from Minnesota.  
During this portion of the two day sem-
inar, students were instructed in the 
roles and responsibilities of a Technical 
Service Provider (TSP).  This also in-
cluded modules one thru five of TSP 
orientation and introduction to the 
TechReg website.  Also included was 
instruction on getting hired as a TSP 
and how to access the NRCS Field Of-
fice Technical Guide (FOTG).   
 
The class was instructed on developing 
a Conservation Activity Plan (CAP 
130) to help landowners identify fields 
or zones in a field that could be adapted 
to drainage water management.  Under 
provisions of the 2008 Federal Farm 
Bill, appropriations were allocated to 
pay TSP’s for CAP 130 planning, 
amounts current vary by individual 
state.  At the end of the day each indi-
vidual went onto the TechREG website 
to register and get certified as a TSP.  
Once certified each individual is quali-
fied to work with landowners to pre-
pare plans for EQIP application and 
funding. 
 
For more information on becoming a 
TSP, contact ADMC, or to check for an 
ADMC trained and certified TSP, 
check the ADMC websi te at 
www.admcoalition.com. 

 

At the summer board meeting for Na-
tional LICA members that was held 
in Rochester, MN, ADMC held a two 
day class to train and certify individ-
uals to be come TSP’s.  Twenty two 
individuals attended the class on July 
14th to become proficient in planning 
and designing drainage water man-
agement systems.  Dr. Gary Sands 
and Dr. Jeff Strock from the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Extension were the 
instructors for the class.  At the start 
of the class the individuals were giv-
en a small exam to test their 
knowledge of drainage water man-
agement and a follow-up exam was 
given at the end of the class. 
 
Each student was requested to bring a 
laptop computer with them to access 
online resources to enhance their 
ability to be more efficient in design-
ing projects.  During the design por-
tion of the class, each person com-
pleted a field exercise using several 
options to try and design a drainage 
water management zone(s) in each 
field.  At the completion of class on 
the first day each student was given a 
certificate of competency in drainage 
water manage design for NRCS prac-
tice standard 554. 
 
On the second day of the class, July 
15th, twenty individuals received in-
struction from Dana Larsen, Natural 
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ADMC Certifies Twenty New Technical Services Providers (TSP) 
for Drainage Water Management Projects 



New CIG Grant 
Awarded to ADMC  
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Our proposal for a Conservation Inno-
vation Grant (CIG) to demonstrate sat-
urated buffers as been accepted for 
funding by USDA-NRCS.  The project 
will run from January 2012 through 
December 2014, and will involve in-
stallation, management, and monitor-
ing of 9 saturated buffer systems in 
Iowa, Illinois, and Indiana.  We will be 
selecting sites this fall and arranging 
for the installation of the systems for 
the 2012 growing season.  These sys-
tems involve installing a control struc-
ture in a tile line as it enters the buffer, 
adding laterals down the length of the 
buffer (approximately 500’ on either 
side of the tile line), and raising the 
water table in the buffer to assist in 
filtering out the nutrients. Preliminary 
data from an installation in Iowa has 
shown that a saturated buffer system 
can effectively remove all of the ni-
trates from a tile line before the water 
enters the outlet to the stream.  We 
hope to demonstrate the use of a man-
aged water table in exisiting buffers to 
help reduce the nitrate loading from 
field tile into streams on the other side 
of the buffer.  There are thousands of 
miles of buffers already in place that 
are intersected by tile lines and that 
could potentially benefit from this kind 
of installation.  We will be working 
with local contractors on this project 
and will be holding educational out-
reach programs to teach farmers, con-
tractors, and others about this practice. 

Respectfully- 

Harold Reetz 

A D M C  

the Livingston County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, and the county 
NRCS District. This is a high-profile 
project and will get a lot of attention for 
ADMC and other partners, and for 
DWM technologies. 

SWCS Annual Meeting 
Harold Reetz made a poster presenta-
tion at the Soil and Water Conserva-
tion Society (SWCS) Annual Meeting 
in Washington, DC, on July 18-20, fea-
turing drainage water management as a 
best management practice (BMP) for 
nutrient management.  It was part of a 
symposium organized by The Fertilizer 
Institute TFI) on 4R Nutrient Manage-
ment.  This presentation showed how 
DWM fits 4R Nutrient Management 
(Right Source, Right Rate, Right Place, 
Right Time) by helping to keep fertiliz-
er in “the right place”.  Being located in 
Washington, DC, increased the number 
of USDA, USEPA, Fish & Wildlife 
Federation, and other agency represent-
atives who were able to attend.  I had 
the opportunity to share the potential 
benefits for DWM with several people 
who had not been aware of the possibil-
ities DWM offers.  The poster is availa-
ble for display and use at other meet-
ings.  TFI plans to make use of it at 
some of their upcoming events. 

 
Save the Date
Save the Date
Save the Date
Save the Date    

our next 

Drainage Water Management Training Workshop 
& TSP Certification 

February 28 –29, 2012 
Champaign, IL 

Please call Jeanne at 507-451-0073 with questions. 
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Drainage Water Monitoring 
Project 
The Conservation Technology Infor-
mation Center (CTIC) has been 
awarded an Illinois NRCS Conserva-
tion Innovation Grant to monitor tile 
line flow and nutrient losses in a water-
shed project in Livingston County, Illi-
nois, near the town of Forrest.  ADMC 
will be cooperating on this project to 
provide guidance with the drainage 
system and monitoring modifications. 
The project will include various N fer-
tilizer application options and monitor-
ing of tile lines throughout the year.  
The USDA National Agriculture and 
the Environment Laboratory in Ames, 
Iowa, will assist with sample analysis.  
Industry partners will assist with 
matching and in-kind contributions.  
The project is planned for 3 years.  Fer-
tilizer and tillage treatments will in-
clude a comparison of fall-applied an-
hydrous ammonia, spring-applied an-
hydrous ammonia, spring-applied ESN, 
and strip-till vs. chisel plow systems.  
The demonstration will be in a silty 
clay loam soil, with a pattern-tiles sys-
tem of 45’ spacings and 32-36” depth.  
Other cooperators already committed 
include Illinois Corn Grower Associa-
tion, Illinois EPA, local agribusinesses, 
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ADS/ Hancor 
Agri Drain Corporation 

Minnesota Corn Growers Assc. 
Minnesota Soybean Research & Promotion Council 

Prinsco 
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A&E Construction Supply Inc. 

Northland Trenching Equipment, Inc. 
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Ellingson Drainage 
MN Ag Water Resources Council 

MN LICA 
MN Dept. of Ag 

The Fertilizer Institute 
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Chief White and Charlie Schafer pose a�er the official signing 
of the Memorandum of Understanding between NRCS and 
ADMC to train and cer fy individuals to be competent to pro-
vide technical services to landowners. 

Agri Drain Corporation of Adair 
Iowa would like to extend a big 
“thank you” to Chris McCormick, 
Owner of McCormick Equipment 
for purchasing our special ����
���  35 Year Anniversary Edition 
Maxi Stringer Trailer. McCormick 
E q u i p m e n t , 
www.mccormickequipment.com 
has been in business since 1961 
serving customer's tilling, drain-
age, and equipment needs.  They 
sell both new and used equipment 
as well as drainage products, silt 
fences, and drainage services. Agri 
Drain Corporation is donating all 
proceeds from the sale of this 
trailer to the Ag Drainage Manage-
ment Coalition.  
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www.admcoalition.com 

A Public / Private Partnership A Public / Private Partnership 
Improving America’s Water Improving America’s Water 
Quality, Wildlife Habitat and Quality, Wildlife Habitat and 

Agronomics Through Drainage Agronomics Through Drainage 
Water ManagementWater Management   

  
 Welcome New Members 
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